Course Goals and Expectations
This is a college level course, although offered within a high school framework.  Because of their limited high school experience, most students taking the course will find it very challenging.  They will be expected to work hard throughout the term of the course, build new skills, and constructively engage with other students in their class.  Students will be expected to participate in both formal and informal study groups.
 
As in college, each student is responsible for his or her own learning, including troubleshooting any difficulties with the course work load or mastery of the course materials. 
 
If a student experiences difficulty in any aspect of the course, he or she needs to be proactive in seeking help, seeking additional help from study groups, talking to me, or coming to tutorial as much as needed to meet the course (and the students own) goals.
 
Because of the rigor and broad scope of the subject, course mastery will require a great deal of student learning outside of the classroom. In general, students will be responsible for reading and learning the content of the textbook outside of class.  Class time will be used principally for developing skills and building on the knowledge that students learned from the text.  In most weeks students will have a quiz on the content of each chapter.  
 
A typical AP student will take at least one hour every day to complete regular homework assignments.  Regular reading assignments are clustered on weekends in an effort to avoid last minute studying that is inefficient and ineffective - and, when combined with other student work, is exhausting.  Students with less developed study skills will need more time. Students will need to manage their time carefully to keep up.
 
Each students grade will be based on his or her individual attainment of course objectives.  In the first semester, student grades will be calculated from scores on the following basis (tentatively):
Tests                                          40%
Daily assignments                      60%
 

The following scale will be used for course grades:
            A                     90 -100
            B                     80 -89.9
            C                     70 -79.9
            D                     60 -69.9
 
